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that oi Charles Alcott. For this purpose he bleached
out the matter oi Henry Alcott's letter, and copying his
handwriting, inserted in its place a message purport-
ing to bo addressed to his son. This wouldesuggest that
the belief that Charles Alcoit had been drowned was in-
correct. There was no great improbability attached to
this. Cases have been known ot persons having re-
appeared after the war, during which they had been re-
ported as missing. Henry Alcott, being dead, could not
refute the identification oi Venrter's body, as that of
his son,
' Hul more positive *?vuie.aee oi identification than
this was necessary. The murderer found an envelope
addressed to you, and in order to avoid awkward ques-
tions, tore out the name and address, so that it was not
appaient that they had been written on an envelope.
The discovery ot this piece of paper suggested, as the
murderer had anticipated, that the dead roan was known
to you, It also explained his presence in the vicinity of
Markheys. He was intending to apply to you for
assistance,
" Th< final step was to destroy Vermw's clothing,
and to retire other garments, suggesting a condition of
extreme poverty. The murderer marked the collar
band of the shirt with the name * Ohas. Alcott/ He put
a few coppers, and the documents he had already pre-
pared, into the pockets, and rerlofhed the body. Every-
thing was now in readiness He had only to wait an
opportunity ol exposing the body.
" This opportunity was afforded by the severe trost
which occurred during the third week in January. The
murderer proceeded to Markheys on the evening ol
January i8th. He took the body from the refrigerator,
which had been running continually since November
T5th, involving a considerable consumption of current,
ten or eleven units a day* in fact. He then transported

